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Some notes, post-conferences
Be sure you have a debatable yes/no non-trivial question to answer. Using Booth’s three-part topic development process (p. 49), be sure that the second question(s) is of the sort:


because I want to find out whether, or if or how important, not just what (e.g., not “What are the effects of the Internet on learning?”) (see Chapter 3)
Keep refining your topic as you do more research (6 annotated sources + mini essay due Tuesday). Consider letting the research define your topic: perhaps you started with something you’d prefer doing, and you are finding too much or too little on it, but you notice another thread in the research that keeps coming up.

The sources are going to help “answer” your question(s)—it’s not just what you think the answer is, so you may have to take a guess at that answer for your mini-essay.

· For annotations, it is best to write your summary of the source in your own words, as practice for the process of the actual paper, rather than cutting and pasting. 
· Don’t use book reviews as actual sources—use those to find and cite from the book itself (and don’t forget inter-library loan)

· Watch dates on sources—don’t use a 1999 source to describe the state of Internet use (but do use it for historical perspective)

· If there is a DOI (Digital Object Identifier)number, include that instead of the Web URL.

· The format I showed on the group source and the next assignment was for a book only; see the links in the Research proposal assignment for APA formats for other sources, and for a sample paper with a full Works Cited (References) list.
· Always proofread and correct assignments; use an appropriate tone (e.g. “children,” not “kids”) 
On the research as you go along, aim for a topic area that can answer a question that solves a problem—something that matters to people (Chapter 4/the “So what?” question).  Make sure that you are not just doing a “data dump”—providing a bunch of research just to get to the page requirement (10+). 

Consider the background of your topic, including the situation before the Internet existed (e.g. What kind of a problem was bullying? How has cyberbullying changed that? Chapter 3). Also consider the same problem in different cultures—is this mainly an issue in the U.S.? In other words, how does this issue change over time and in space?

Don’t forget your research journal, noting steps along the way. 

