ENG 210–27
Writing II: Research

Synthesis Assignment/Essay 1b: 9/27/16
Critical reading and synthesis of at least three of the following five articles (more is probably better). Note these are not in APA format—part of your task is to include a Works Cited (or References) page that is formatted in APA style.
1. PEW report “Anonymity, Privacy, and Security Online” (2013)
2. PEW report  “Teens and Mobile Apps Privacy” (2013)

3. TRUSTe blog post by Dave Deasy, “TRUSTe Study Reveals Smartphone Users More Concerned About Mobile privacy Than Brand or Screen Size” (2013, September 5)
4. “Americans go to Great Lengths to Mask Web Travels, Survey Finds,” by Somini Sengupta (2013, September 5) The New York Times.

5. Report by Big Brother Watch (2013, June), “New research: Global attitudes to privacy”

All readings are online, linked to the Schedule page. Note that they all appeared in 2013. You can describe this as recent research (Americans are becoming more concerned …), or as past (A few years ago, privacy was shown to be … . 
As with the Carr assignment, this assignment is partly for you to engage some new material, conceptualize it in a rhetorical fashion keeping audience in mind, and write about it as a way to further reveal and develop your understanding of our topic area, the Internet.

You may use any of the rhetorical tools (reprinted below) as guides for your analysis of each of the three texts, but are not required to. You must use at least three of the authors’ arguments to answer a single question that you see them addressing (they cite each other at times). In your introduction you should pose a question, then answer it (make a claim), then use these three or more articles to support your answer. If you are stuck on a question, make it open—what is the future going to hold?—but more specific is better (and more interesting to write).
Look at the Little Seagull or the Purdue OWL or this link from LIU to understand the APA format and include a “Works Cited” list (the three+ papers you cite). Include in-text citations. Example:

Privacy on the Internet is a growing concern (Rainie, Kiesler, Kang & Madden, 2013).

That means you will need page numbers for quotations (APA “encourages you” to add them for paraphrases—see Little Seagull p. 139). So always use the PDF version if there is one. For example: According to Rainie et al. (2013), “People choose different strategies for different activities, for different content, to mask themselves from different people, at different times in their lives” (p. 17). Or: A member of the PEW team said that “Our team’s biggest surprise was discovering that many Internet users have tried to conceal their identity or their communications from other” (Kiesler, as cited in Sengupta, 2013).
Due Thursday, October 6. Two to three pages in 12-point Times Roman double-spaced (longer is usually better), and written in third person only. Come prepared to discuss the reading and your initial analysis in class Thursday (part of your participation grade).

