COM 404 Mass Communication Seminar
2/28/07

Final paper:  Your final paper will be a 10-page research paper on a relevant topic of your choosing.  During the seminar we cover Internet usage and the digital divide, use at individual and groups levels, community, politics, legal and ethical issues regarding the Net, business and markets including global issues, identity, socialization and social networking, and popular culture. I want you to return to one of these general areas and find a specific question to research and write about in-depth.  The result should be a substantive paper that uses a variety of outside sources, properly cited. The paper will include some reference to our introductory framework concerning ritual vs. transmission models of communication and the interpersonal vs. mass dichotomy.
The key is that your paper must be frames around a substantive question that has a yes/no (or “it depends”) answer. For example, “Is self-regulation an acceptable approach to the regulation of content on the Net?” Or, “Should the Net remain neutral to content types and users?” Or, “Is the Net generally helpful or harmful in developing an identity/forming relationships?” “Will Net channels threaten traditional media such as television (e.g. in sports casting, news and politics)? 
Some examples of possible general topic areas:

· The role of blogs, portable media in citizen communication
· Predators on MySpace:  Fact or Fiction?
· Formation of multiple selves
· Net Neutrality
· Community activism, identity groups
· Hate or harmful speech
· Taxing and regulation of Internet content

· Accessibility of the Internet for all users

· Rise of other forms of New Media in addition to (or converging with) the Net
This paper should be at least 10 pages double-spaced in 12-point Times New Roman type, not including the reference list. Make sure you analyze the issue and come to some conclusion(s) about it — this  is not just a report on a topic, it’s a scholarly examination of it that includes your thoughts and analysis as guided by the research that you have done. 
Citation:  APA is the preferred citation style for papers in communication, but you can use others if you prefer. For a quick reference to all major styles, see our library’s Style Guide page:

http://www.lasalle.edu/library/styleguides.htm.

Assignment for March 14
Bring to class the following: 

1)  Your topic area:  Please provide a setting for your question. What kinds of issues are connected to or are possible directions for your paper? For example, if you are looking at “Is the Net generally helpful or harmful in developing an identity/forming relationships?” your topic area would be CMC. You should be thinking of putting a description of what that is (and isn’t) in the early part of your paper.
2)  Your specific research question.  Figuring out a specific research question will help you focus your research and your writing.  You should develop a specific question you would like to answer through your research.  If your general topic is Internet governance, a specific research question might be something like, “Should the United Nations govern the Internet?”  If your general topic is copyright online, your specific research question might be “Should peer-to-peer file sharing be allowed, or more closely regulated in some way?”  The research question should be answered in your paper – you will conclude by taking a stand on it, based on your research.  Ten pages is not a lot of space for good, in-depth research, so you want to make your research question specific enough  that you can cover it fully and in-depth, but general enough that you can find adequate resources. By framing the paper with a research question,  your answer will require analysis and conclusions, not just an outline of facts.

3)  Sources and citation style.  Sometimes the number of sources you find will help you discover whether your research question is too broad or too narrow, so I’d like you to find some of your sources before you proceed further.  Please include a list of three sources on your topic that you intend to use either as sources for your paper or as background material.  They should be written in the proper citation style as an annotated bibliography.  You should include the citation in proper form, a brief description of what the source is about, and a sentence or two about how it is useful for your paper.  (Also please note what citation style you will be using for your final paper.)
Example of an annotated bibliography entry:

Hafner, Katie. (1997, May). “The Epic Saga of The Well: The World’s Most Influential Online Community (and it’s not AOL).” Wired, 5, 98-142. (ProQuest)
This article describes the history of The WELL, an online “community” started by left-leaning intellectuals who had formerly populated a commune in Tennessee and later found themselves living in San Francisco. The WELL has a reputation today as being a place where intelligent, highly educated people go to have intellectual conversations about any number of topics.  I will use this article as background on how virtual communities form and how they have evolved as the Internet has grown.
NOTE (3/21): If you got this only from ProQuest, just add that in parentheses at the end of the citation as shown
EVALUATE YOUR OWN RESEARCH QUESTION
In formulating your research question, ask yourself the following questions.  You do NOT need to write out the answers to these questions; they are listed below just to help you narrow down your topic and to formulate a good, do-able research question.  

First ask, does the question deal with a topic or issue that interests me enough to spark my own thoughts and opinions? Then:

1. Is the question easily and fully researchable? 

2. What type of information do I need to answer the research question?
e.g., The research question, “What impact has deregulation had on commercial airline safety?,” will obviously require certain types of information: 

· statistics on airline crashes before and after 

· statistics on other safety problems before and after 

· information about maintenance practices before and after 

· information about government safety requirements before and after 

3. Is the scope of this information reasonable? (e.g., can I really research 30 on-line writing programs developed over a span of 10 years?) 

4. Given the type and scope of the information that I need, is my question too broad, too narrow, or o.k.? 

5. What sources will have the type of information that I need to answer the research question (journals, books, internet resources, government documents, people)? 

6. Can I access these sources? 

7. Given my answers to the above questions, do I have a good quality research question that I actually will be able to answer by doing research?

(Taken from Empire State College, http://www.esc.edu/htmlpages/writerold/menud.htm)
