COM 404
Mass Communication Seminar
Update on termpaper assignment, 4/4/07

1. Due date is Wednesday, May 2 at noon in my office (Olney 157) or before that in my mailbox in the English department Olney 141.

2. Papers need to be at least 10 pages long typed in Times Roman 12-point font, double-spaced. A cover page is optional.
3. Papers must have a meaningful title.

4. By now you should have a working research question (or questions) that pose a yes/no question that is not easily answered (hence the need to research and write the paper).

5. That question can be introduced by a brief discussion of the general area it falls into, e.g.: Topic area is CMC so describe what that entails, why it came about, its central concerns; then pose your question, e.g.: Is the Net generally helpful or harmful in developing an identity (or) forming relationships? Recall that you must include some reference to our introductory framework concerning ritual vs. transmission models of communication and the interpersonal vs. mass dichotomy.
6. Because your issue is complex, you need to find and report on both (or several) sides of the issue. Your conclusion, reported in the introduction (deductive structure), at the end (inductive), or both, will most likely be of the form: Generally yes (no) but the answer depends on various factors, e.g.: It seems to be generally true, but only  for certain people, in certain places, using certain types of technology at certain times.
7. Your paper will use the research you do to “answer” the question. Note that means this is not a personal essay or opinion piece.

8. In light of (7), use only the third person. You might find your self writing something like: This paper argues that … .

9. Your research should include some academic sources: books (use our library online catalog) and academic journals (search using ProQuest and check the box 
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10. Sources also should mostly be recent. Don’t forget to use the references in our textbooks.
11. The Works Cited list must be just that—a list of sources that you cited in the paper. Follow APA or MLA style for this (see below). Annotations are not needed here. A solid 10-page paper probably needs 10 or 12 sources.

Everyone has chosen either APA or MLA style. Again, see the books (Lievrouw and Livingstone, or  Wood and Smith) for references and in-text citations using APA. Most communication research uses APA style. MLA uses a similar system, rather than footnotes.

See the style guides here: http://www.lasalle.edu/library/styleguides.htm.
In-text citations in APA take the forms:

Smith (1999) said that the Internet is the greatest thing since sliced bread.

Research has shown that the Internet is the greatest thing since sliced bread (Smith, 1999).

It is generally agreed that the Internet is the greatest thing since sliced bread (Brown, 2006; Green, 2005; Smith, 2007).
“The Internet is the greatest thing since sliced bread” (Jones, 2007: 66).

_1237131735.unknown

