Zeldman CSS 9
Chapter 9 CSS Basics

CSS is simple, separates presentation from structure.

Benefits:

· lightweight for user

· lightweight for server; one file can control an entire site

· is quicker to design, prototype

· is quicker to maintain [e.g. global change to all the <h1> tags ]

· content is separate so content creator can 't damage presentation

· it's W3C standard so usable elsewhere (e.g. mobile devices)
[Like HTML <tag attribute="value">
CSS selector {property: value;} Stuff inside {} is also called a declaration block. Whole thing is called a rule.

All these do the same:

p {color: red;}

p {color: #ff0000;}

p {color:#f00;}

p {color: rgb(100%, 0%, 0%);}  [Note CSS3 has rgba() and also hsla() so you will have to know these to use that.]Q: What does a do?}
p {color: rgb(255, 0, 0,)} [Q: Why is 100% of a color = 255?]
p {color: hsl(0, 100%, 50%)
Debate over whether you should use 0px vs. 0 (Zeldman says don't, but you have to when it's %).

Multiple declarations in one rule:


p {color: #003; background-color: #fff;} This whole thing is still a CSS rule. Note the trailing semicolon. ALWAYS add those, even though you don't have to (and Dreamweaver won't). [Q: WHY?]

This is best practice for validation to avoid warnings (not errors) [as elsewhere, here are validators for XHTML and CSS both from the W3C. You need to use these.]

Get used to making your code readable [this is scripter's style—note the curly brackets, or braces are on separate lines]:
body {


color: #123;


background-color: #fff;

margin: 0;


padding: 0;


font-family: Verdana, Arial, 'Lucida Grande', sans-serif;

}

(Note single straight quotes around multiple names with comma outside). List fonts in order of likely use, with generic as a default [see PowerPoint slides]. Don't worry if they vary a bit.
@font-face support better with CSS3.

Could be BODY but avoid that. Also 

#navBar {} won't work with <div id="navbar"> because class and id names must match case.

Grouped vs. descendants

h1, h2 {

font-family: Georgia, Geneva, serif;

}

selects both h1 and h2 tags (grouped)

h1 h2 {


font-family: Georgia, Geneva, serif;

}

selects all h2 that are descendants of h1 [it could happen] More likely is
#sidebar  p{


font-style: italic;

}

(Note you can't nest a block-level element inside an inline element e.g. <span>

The cascade includes inheritance. Inheritance goes from parent to child [of course] so you might want to set generic properties with the body selector. Old browsers didn't inherit properly.
body {


font-size: 1em;


font-family: Georgia, Geneva, serif;


margin: 0;


padding: 0;

}

then change that for other specific selectors if need be.

[We'll look at some "undo" CSS files later that set lots of things to zero.]

Some other cascade rules:

1. Inline trumps embedded trumps linked

2. Lower down in a given stylesheet trumps higher up

3. More specific rules win out (e.g. #fred p {} is more specific than p {}).

Note border shorthand p. 176:

border: 1px solid #333
(Minimum is style, width, color)

Class selectors
.notes {

font-weight: bold;


color:#123456;

}

p.notes {

}

will only apply the rules to <p class="notes"> not to any other class="notes">. [This might be useful just to force the design not to make an <li> take on those rules.]
[Note that color: is assigned to the contents (technically, the foreground) of any element so when  Zeldman says on p. 177 that table cells will be orange, it means the content of the cells, which is usually text There is no such property as text-color:]

Combining selectors—can use both descendant and grouped
ul.fred li, ul.george li {}
See rules here for turning off bullets

list-style-type: none;
and using an image instead

background-image: url(image.gif);
background-repeat: no-repeat;

[and you might  need some padding:  and margin: which might be less than zero]

[Another option is
list-style-image: url(image.gif) which replaces the bullet with the image, but doesn’t allow as much control over where you position the image.]

Four basic ways to input the CSS
Inline (bad idea) <p style="color: red;">

Embedded

In <head> element, 


<style rel="stylesheet">

<!--

-->


</style>

[Comment tags hide from older browser. Usually don't bother with those now.]

Linked (also in <head>


<link rel="stylesheet" href="mystyles.css" media="all" />

Imported (in <head>


<style media="screen">


@import url('styles/mystyle.css');

</style>

Use this for one style sheet to import others.
Latter two make most sense Q: Why? When would you use the others? Note your assignment requires it.
Links: a {text-decoration: none;} then set a:link a:visited a:hover a:active

Design for MOSe first, then try it in IE.

