
Hydrolysis of Carboxylic Acid Derivatives 
 
Predicting products: 
 
 First, locate hydrolyzable functional groups (esters, amides, etc.) 
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 Stereochemistry is maintained in this reaction 
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Acid Catalyzed “…olysis” reactions 
 
From N,N-dimethylbenzamide: 
 

CN(CH3)2

O

H3O+

CH3OH, H+

COH

O

COCH3

O

COCCH3

O O

CH3CO2H, H+

+  HN(CH3)2

 
 
 
Acid Catalyzed 
Fischer Esterification: 
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