
La Salle University

MUS 305 21 – The Symphony Fall Session 2013 (CRN 10795)
Instructor: Mr. Don Reese
Cell Phone: 215-260-3537

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 am – 12:15 pm (Office hour T 12:30 to 1 O130)
Email: reese@lasalle.edu

Olney Hall Room 102
Website: http://www.lasalle.edu/~reese/

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will help you to understand the history and development of the symphonic form by studying representative works from the late Baroque period to the modern day.  It will include discussions involving composers and time periods, illustrated through the symphony.

The emphasis of this course is divided equally between an intellectual understanding of historical relevance, concepts, form, and style, and active listening to music.  


GOALS OF THE COURSE:
Upon the successful completion of this course, students will:

1.  understand the history and development of the symphonic form
2.  understand the social role that public concerts have played throughout history
3.  identify themes and forms of major symphonic works by listening and analysis
4.  discover how trends in society have influenced the music of the day
5.  create their own opinion of various symphonic works from an informed perspective
6.  expand their perception when listening to complex works. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Required Text:  Steinberg, Michael. The Symphony: A Listener’s Guide.  Publ. by Oxford University Press, USA.   I will post course reading material on the website maintained for this class.  Please note that purchase of the text is required.
Required Listening: There are selections that I will require throughout the course for regular and repeated listening / study.  I will provide links to performances of any of the works on YouTube.  It is not required that you purchase recordings for the course.

It is the student's responsibility to follow the course outline with corresponding readings, to know definitions of all terms listed in class, on slideshows, or in handouts, and to do additional listening outside of class. 

Examination procedures for this course will involve four (4) quizzes.  Quizzes will involve short listening excerpts and questions/terms from required reading and class notes. 

A missed quiz may be made up within one week.  Please notify instructor beforehand if a quiz must be missed.  If the quiz is not made up in one week from the scheduled examination date, an automatic grade of "0" will be recorded. You are responsible for arranging a make up by telephone or email.  

There will be short listening assignments throughout the course to concentrate on some of the major class topics. The assignments will require listening to selections in their entirety to answer questions and identify stylistic features concerning each selection.  We will spend some time in class listening to the specific works for these assignments, but the assignments will require more individual effort and listening time.   Links to complete works on YouTube will be provided, as will selections on my website.

Late assignments will not receive full credit, and assignments older than two weeks past the due date will not be accepted.  I will gladly accept a short write-up of a live concert performance attended during the semester in lieu of any of the listening assignments. 
Attendance:  Absence from class affects your grade. Classes start at 11:00 am, and chronic lateness accumulates to a form of absence from class. Any absences will affect your ability to stay current with class material.  I consider attendance to be for the full duration of class.

You are permitted three cuts from class.  Each cut above three will result in one percentage point being deducted from your final grade.  If you have three or less cuts at the end of the semester, your final percentage grade will be increased to the next grade level: e.g., if you have no cuts, a final grade of C+ will be “upgraded” one level to a B-, B to B+, etc.

Due to the nature of this course, personal communication between instructor and student is limited to the times that the class meets (I can be available both before and after class if you need to speak with me).  Please feel free to contact me via email at "reese@lasalle.edu" should any question or concern arise regarding this course.  My cell phone number is 215-260-3537.  

I will also post material pertaining to this course on a website at this address:

http://www.lasalle.edu/~reese/
Initially, I will plan to post some course materials on the Blackboard area of La Salle's website.  This may be just the syllabus and course outline.

GRADING:
      



Grading scale:   
Two Papers
25% each

A  93 – 100
A- 90 – 92


Four Quizzes including Listening
25% 


B+   87 – 89
B  83 – 86
B- 80 – 82

Listening Assignments
25%


C+   77 – 79
C  73 – 76
C- 70 – 72




D   60 - 69

***

A basic knowledge of music is expected for this course. You are expected to bring an open mind, ready to understand technical information and style in a general way so that you can recognize and understand what composers and musicians are communicating in "serious music".

The component of listening is a vital one in any music course.  We will spend much of class time engaged in active listening, of both familiar and unfamiliar material. 

La Salle University expects of its students the highest standards of integrity in the performance of academic assignments. Dishonesty in college work - whether it be in quizzes, laboratory work, term papers, examinations, etc. - is regarded as a serious offense and may result in failure in the course and possible dismissal from the university. Anyone who willfully assists another in the breach of integrity is held equally responsible and subject to the same penalty.


