CSC 352  -  Assignment 1

Given:  August 28, 2000




Due:  September 11, 2000

Value:  10 points

Objective:  begin to understand the technology and impact of MP3 and Napster and "relatives" like Gnutella; in particular, to understand questions raised about intellectual property in cyberspace.  

· In class 2 on September 11, we will develop the areas below.  In preparation for class, please read the following articles:

· "An Upside to Music Downloads," David Segal, June 22, 2000, http://washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A38086-2000Jun21.html


· "Who Will Own Your Next Good Idea?" Charles C. Mann, September, 1998, http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/98sep/copy.htm
(This is part 1 of a 3 part series.  The following 2 parts are also excellent.)

For each article, write about a hundred-word summary of the key points.  The word-processed summaries are due at the beginning of class on September 11.

importance of intellectual property to the US economy; e.g., what industries and portion of the US economy primarily deal with intellectual property

Napster

how does it "work"

why is it seen by some to threaten the foundation of copyright--what is there about its technology

besides the technology, what other forces are involved
legal arguments advanced by both sides in the Napster lawsuit
copyright

origin in law and purpose

how get a copyright

how long does it last (currently)

what does it protect; that is, what are the rights of the owner/creator

balance of rights:  fair use and the public domain
who owns SW employees create?

patent
origin in law and purpose

how get a patent
how long does it last (currently)

what does it protect; that is, what are the rights of the owner/creator

current issues; e.g., Amazon's patent on its 1 click technology

particular legal issues

SW licenses:  what is a license; when you buy SW and get a license, what rights and/or liabilities do you have

1997 "No Electronic Theft Act": what does the law say about SW piracy

1998 Digital Millennium Copyright Act:  purpose and extent of the law

